February 25, 1983 LB 129

requi re Dougl as County, Nebraska to elect the five county com
m ssi oners in Douglas County, Nebraska by district. That

woul d mean very sinply that Douglas County would be

drawn into five geographic sectors, that persons who w sh

to stand for office of a county conmm ssioner in Douglas
County would then be nonminated fromone of the five districts
and the voters of that particular district would in the
primary el ection determne who is the top vote getter in the
Republican Party fromthat district and who is the top vote
getter fromthe Denocratic Party in that district, and then
in the general election those two top vote getters would

run one against the other. This bill does not becone effec-
tive, that is it would....the first election this bill would
affect is the 1986 election. It does not affect the next
election, the '84 election. It affects the 1986 el ection.
This bill with the amendnent...this bill with the amendnent
al so permits the county board itself to draw the lines for
the five districts. The Legislature traditionally does set...
does determ ne whether or not county conm ssioners shall be
el ected by district or at large. W have provided a nethod
wher eby people may petition for a change in how el ections
are affected. At this tine there are 75 county boards out,
of 93 in Nebraska where nomination and election is done by
district. Of the remaining county boards, there are 17 that,
are elected at large, and these tend to be very small counties
in terns of population. There is one county board where
supervi sors or comm ssioners are nom nated bg district and

el ected at large. Now i n Douglas County, Nebraska we have
had a | ong standi ng question as to how we should el ect |ocal
officials. For a long period of time we elected our city
council people at large. However, the Legi sl ature changed
that system of government so that in Oraha we el ect our

local city council people by district. For a |ong period

of time we elected our school board menbers at |arge. How-
ever, again the Legislature changed that policy so in Qmaha
we now el ect our Oraha school board menbers by district. The
Dougl as County Board of Comm ssioners renains the other ma)or
unit of governnent operating in Douglas County where el ec-
tions are still conducted at large rather than by district.
Incidentally, this has not always been the case in Dougl as
County. I n Douglas County from 1879 to 1891 we nomi nated by
district and elected at large. From 1891 to 1903 we had a
pure district election. From 1903 to 1917 we noni nated by
district =nd elected at large. For two years, 1917 and 1918
we had Bure district elections. From 1919 to 1969 we nom
inated by district and we had at | arge elections, and from
1969 through the present we have at |arge elections. But

the basic phil osophy that has been operating in Omha in the
| ast decade primarily has been that we tend to have better
government, nore responsive to the people and nore likely to



